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A WORD WITH THE READER. 



The following monograph was prepared and preached as a 
sermon, at the request of the Philadelphia Sabbath Association, 
on two occasions. Hence its present form. 

The author, though he submits his sermon to the public (at 
the urgent request of those whose superior judgment leads him 
to waiye the dictates of his own), does so under circumstances 
which entirely preclude its revision or extension ; and therefore 
it goes to the press under disadvantages of which none can be 
more sensible than himself. Hence its imperfections. 

The subject of the Sabbath is a great one — great in itself as 
a day of God's appointment, and great in the interests with 
which it is interlaced. To treat it in all, or even many of its 
most important bearings, would require volumes. Not attempt- 
ing, therefore, to say everything in one sermon, the author has 
selected a few points, and aimed rather to establish and enforce 
these, than cover the whole ground by what would necessarily 
be a superficial discourse. Hence its brevity. 



(ft) 



Sgt (jfotttt^ Costtmsnbtntnt* 

Rexexbeb the sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days shali 
thou labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
sabbath of the Lord thy €K>d : in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-seryant, nor thy 
maid-eerrant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and hallowed it. 

Exodus, XX., 8-11. 

Lord hctve mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 
law. 



(«) 



THE LORD'S DAT. 



IT is a law of God's moral government that a portion 
of man's time should be given to the service of his 
Maker. Our days and years are the gift of Him who 
also gave us life, and He could therefore have justly 
required that all should be used in honouring Him* 
Instead, however, of demanding that we should hallow 
All time by holy services, he ordained six days of labour 
and one day of rest, or a Sabbath, and established this 
proportion as the least amount of time which we should 
dedicate to Him. 

This apportionment is based: 1st, on God's example 
in closing his six days' labour of creation by resting on 
the seventh day from all his works; and 2d, on God's 
blessing; for, because he thus rested on the seventh 
day, it is declared that he blessed the Sabbath day, 
and hallowed it, or commanded to make it holy. This 

(7) 



8 Stevens on the Lord's Day. 

is the origin of the Sabbath, the example, the ordina- 
tion, and the blessing of God ; and, together with the 
institution of marriage, it stands out as one of the 
two ordinances of Paradise, which, because instituted 
before the fall, instituted in Eden, instituted for man 
in his original state and federal capacity as the head 
of a race of beings, prove them to be designed for all 
men, and to cover all terrestrial time. " So that you 
see," says an old writer (Bishop E. Hopkins), the 
Sabbath is but one day younger than man, ordained 
for him in the state of his uprightness and innocency, 
that his faculties, being then holy and excellent, he 
might employ them, especially on that day, in the 
singular and most spiritual worship of God his crea- 
tor.*' Twenty-five hundred years slowly moved their 
shadows across the dial plate of time. One world 
full of people had been drowned for their great wick- 
edness by the deluge. Another world full had been 
driven asunder by the centrifugal force of the confu- 
sion of tongues at Babel ; and the race whose '^ one 
speech" had been thus broken up into a hundred lan- 
guages, was scattered abroad and debased so that 
even the Lord's flock, the children of the old cove- 
nantors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, now settled and 
now enslaved in Egypt, had only a dim knowledge of 
the God of their fathers. 



Stevens on the Lokd's Day. 9 

Again, therefore, did God determine to re-institute 
his almost forgotten Sabbath, and to re-enact it under 
such circumstances as should strike the beholder with 
awe, and illustrate His own majesty. Hence, on the 
top of Sinai, upon which He had descended in fire, 
and up to which he had called Moses, and amidst 
thunderings, and lightnings, and earthquakes, he gave 
the ten commandments, and wrote them with his own 
finger upon two tables of stone, as if too jealous of 
their saoredness and their accuracy to permit Moses, 
or even Gabriel, to be an amanuensis on so solemn 
an occasion. Remarkable indeed must those laws be 
which God did not trust Moses, His great prophet, 
no, nor yet angels or archangels, to write out, or even 
copy from His mouth ; but which He must, with His 
own finger, and on tables, not of brass or gold, of 
man's make, but of stone of His own handiwork, 
write in full, that man might have the exact and 
literal transcript of His will, so that there should be 
no possibility of mistake as to its words or its mean- 
ing. The code of laws, or ten commandments, which 
God thus gave on Mount Sinai, is the moral law of 
the world, given at that time in special charge to the 
Jews, because to them were to be committed the ora- 
cles of God, and deposited by Moses, at God's com- 
mand, in the ark of the covenant ; the only laws thus 
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secured, bnt designed, by their very tenor, for the 
whole world, and recognised as sneh by our Lord and 
His Apostles, and by the Chorch of Ood wherever 
found. 

The law of the Sabbath stands as the fourth of 
these commands. It is graven on the same stone 
tables with the other nine ; it was written with the 
same finger which wrote the others ; it was deposited 
under the mercy seat, in the ark of the covenant, and 
between the outstretched wings of the cherubim in 
the holy of holies with the rest; and if the other 
nine are moral laws, the fourth is also ; if the fourth 
is not, the other nine are not. If the nine are ie^ 
signed for all men, so is the fourth ; if the fourth is 
not designed for all, neither are the other nine. They 
stand or fall together. The attempt made by men 
who would relax the obligation of the Sabbath, to 
sever the fourth command from the decalogue, and 
designate it as ceremonial and partial, is a rude dislo* 
cation of that command from its true articulations 
and attachments, that destroys at once the majesty 
and symmetry of that moral code, the ten laws of 
which seem to be the ten fingers of the two hands of 
God, whereby he upholds the moral government of 
the world. 

The majesty of this fourth commandment cornea 
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out more clearij if ire dwell a moment on its peculiar 
comftmction. It was nsh^ed in by an emphatic 
word which marked no other : *^ Remember !" Not only 
implying that they shonld recall the original institu- 
tion of their patriarchal Sabbath, which tradition, 
perhaps, had handed down; but also implying that 
they should giro this command in special charge to 
dieir memory, that it might not be forgotten through- 
out all thdr generations* 

It is drawn up with a minuteness of specification 
which we find in no other command. It is based, as 
none other is, on God's special example. It is the 
only one linked with His special blessing and hallow- 
ing. It is the only one given both negatively and 
positively. No command was more frequently re- 
peated, none more carefully guarded ; and it is the 
only command of which God said that it was a sign 
between Him and the Children of Israel, throughout 
their generations, for a perpetual covenant ; and this 
peculiar language is repealed no less than four times 
by Moses and Ezekiel. 

To those then who ciJmly look at these points, it 
becomes perfectly clear that the fourth commandment 
is of perpetual moral obligation — ^that it is still binding 
with all its original force— that it demands of us the 
same obedi^ice which we pay to the first, the sixth, 
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or the tenth, for it is as nmefa the expression of God's 
will, and as much the requirement of God's auth<»ity, 
as any one in the Decalogue. 

It is to be observed, in this connexion, that there 
are two phases under which the law of the ten com- 
mandments is to be viewed. 1. As a code designed 
for the whole world ; 2. As a code specially adapted 
to the Jews ; and these two phases are discernable in 
the very structure of the Decalogue, as a moment's 
contemplation will show. 

The germ, the root principle, of each of the tea 
commandments, is invariably enunciated as a distind 
proposition, and in the briefest and most emphatic 
language ; e. g,^ the second commandment, which in 
our Bibles is divided into three verses, is all expressed 
in the original by three or four words — Thou shalt 
not make to thyself idols. The third commandment 
in four words — Thou shalt not take up the name of 
the Lord thy God in vanity. The fourth commandment 
in five words — Bemember the rest day, to hallow 
it. The fifth in four or five words — Honour thy 
father and thy mother. The sixth, the seventh, the 
eighth, the ninth in two words each, and the tenth, 
though occupying several lines, is really contained in 
the two Hebrew words translated Thou shalt not covet. 
So that the entire ten commandments may be com* 
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prised in less than forty words ; and these feta words 
embrace the principles of the moral law as designed 
for the world. Such is the aspect of the Decalogue 
as to its universality. When, however, we come to 
some of the specifications of the commandments, we 
find them entirely separable from the positive precept, 
and designed either for minute guidance, for warning, 
for furnishing particular reasons, for annexing local 
blessings ; adding nothing to the authority of the law, 
and only investing it with some additional circum- 
stances for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. 

Thus the fifth commandment, Honour thy father, 
is virtually summed up in three words. Honour thy 
parents ; and the reason given, ^^ that thy days may 
be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee,'' which is only a local sanction that must, in 
its literal and original acceptation, be set aside, now 
that no earthly Canaan or land is promised to us, 
the entrance upon the possession of which, depends 
on our obedience of the precept of the commandment. 

So the fourth. The whole force of the command- 
ment lies in the authoritatively expressed will of God, 
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ; and had 
nothing further been added, had it remained a naked 
enactment like the sixth, seventh, eighth, or ninth 
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commandment, its binding force and its universal 
obligation would never have been excepted to. Hence 
we conclude, that if the sanctions of the fifth com- 
mand are changed or annulled by a change of civil 
state of those upon whom the command is now bind- 
ing, without in the least invalidating the law of filial 
obedience, then the specific day mentioned in the 
fourth may be changed, when the necessity for that 
specific day is done away, without weakening in the 
slightest degree the force of the command, but rather 
augmenting its strength, inasmuch as you expand and 
make universal its hitherto Jewish requisitions. 

The change of the day of the Sabbath from the 
seventh day, observed by the Jews, to the first, kept 
by the Christians, does not afiect the binding authority 
of the command, if it can be shown that the change 
was made by competent authority, for saflBcient rea- 
sons, and without destroying or infringing the two 
principles at the root of the command, viz., to give 
one-seventh of our time to God, and to keep this one- 
seventh portion holy to his name. A change has been 
made. The Christian world, with scarce an excep- 
tion, keeps as sacred the first day of the week. And 
we ask. Was the change made by competent authority ? 

The only competent authority would be Christ and 
His apostles : Christ as Head over all things to the 
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church which is His body; the apostles as commis- 
sioned bj Him to set in order the affairs of His king- 
dom on earth; and hence the church of the living 
God is said to be built up on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 
corner stone. Whatever ordinances we find then 
established by Christ and His apostles, or counte- 
nanced by them, or practised by them, under the new 
economy, and marking that economy as the reign 
of Christ, we hold to be binding on us, as being esta- 
blished directly or indirectly by competent authority. 
Now we know that there was no express command to 
change the day from the seventh to the first ; but the 
absence of an express command does not invalidate 
the change. For be it remembered here that the 
commandment does not read, Remember the seventh 
day to keep it holy, but, Remember the SahbatJi, the 
rest day, to keep it holy. Hence, as the essence of 
the law lay in the setting apart a holy rest^ which 
essence is still untouched, it was not necessary to 
make any formal legislation about a day, which is, in 
its very nature a variable thing, changing with the 
changing dispensations, and shifting longitudes of 
earth. 

Let us illustrate this by one or two examples. 
Three brother Jews separate, Abraham to go to 
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tlie east, Isaac to the west, and Jacob to remain in 
Jerusalem. It will be found that Abraham, continu- 
ing his journey eastward until he circled the world, 
and came again to Jerusalem, would have gradually 
changed his Sabbath so that he observed the sixth 
day of the week ; Isaac, travelling around the world 
westward, would, when he returned to Jerusalem, find 
his Sabbath to be the first day of the week ; and thus 
the three brothers, starting with the same seventh 
day Sabbath, would, when they again met, have 
each his particular Sabbath; yet neither of them 
alike, and neither of them had made a change, but 
the change had been made for them by the laws of 
nature which regulate the revolution of the earth, and 
the goings forth of the sun and stars. 

If then the day can be changed, and necessarily is 
changed to suit the varying longitudes of earth, so that 
the three brothers mentioned, when within a week's 
time of each other, would be keeping as the Sabbath, 
one the sixth, one the seventh, and one the first day, 
and yet each be a true worshipper, and neither break 
the Sabbath, though two of the three would necessa- 
rily be working on the day which the other kept as 
holy, surely the day can be changed to suit not the 
changeful risings of the world's sun, but the unchang- 
ing uprising of the soul's Sun of Bighteousness, and 
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henceforth register its days from the dawning of His 
light, and by the procession of His beams. What we 
have here supposed does, to a» certain extent, actually 
exist. I have been in countries where the day 
kept as the Lord's day was twenty-four hours dif- 
ferent from that kept holy by another people, only 
a few hundred miles ofiF — the change being made by 
the £&ct that the Christians of Manilla computed their 
reckoning westward from Acapulco, and the Christians 
of China eastward from the Arabian Gulf: and hence 
we find in two noble missionary fields, one lying on 
the North Pacific, and one on the South, but both in 
nearly the same longitude, two different days kept as 
the Lord's day, because the American missionaries, 
who planted the cross on Hawaii, kept up their western 
reckoning around Cape Horn, and the English mis- 
sionaries, who unfurled the banner of the Prince of 
Peace on Tahiti, held to their eastern reckoning as 
they swept around the Cape of Good Hope. The 
essence of the command, then, does not lie in the day^ 
which is necessarily a changing one, but in the weekly 
rest; the appropriating one-seventh of our time to 
God, and the keeping of that one-seventh portion 
holy. The order in which that day shall be counted 
is a thing separable from the rest which God requires. 
It was indeed the seventh day in the order of days 

2* 
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on which God rested, and which to Him was a Sab- 
bath ; and hence styled by him the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God ; but it will be observed that while the 
command began, " Remember, &c." — so it ended with 
an inference, " Therefore, the Lord" — did what ? 
Blessed the seventh day ? No ! But, " therefore, the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it." 

So the Sabbath kept by the Jews, in obedience to 
the law of Sinai, was a seventh day, counting from the 
institution of the Passover, a day designed to com- 
memorate their political**redemption from Egyptian 
bondage. It was not probably the same seventh day 
which the Patriarchs kept, for their long bondage of 
hundreds of years in Egypt, under hard taskmasters, 
and amidst idolatrous usages, and without any oppor- 
tunities of worship, and with no sacred records, no 
priesthood, no revelation, had doubtless robbed them 
of the Patriarchal rest day, and hence a new point of 
departure for subsequent numeration of sacred time 
was established, viz., the Passover, which was hence- 
forth to be to them not only " the beginning of days," 
but the commencement of their ecclesiastical year, 
because so great an event as the delivering of a whole 
nation from slavery, and the leading them forth as 
God's people from before their enemies, demanded 
not only this signal commemoration, but that their 
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very notation of months should change ; that it should 
begin a new year to that people ; that it should com- 
mence a new series of sabbatic numbers ; and, thus, 
while they still keep a seventh day, yet, not perhaps 
the seventh which chronologically should have been 
observed, had they not lost the traditional period 
during its passage through the dark ages of the 
world, between the days of Enoch and the Exodus of 
the Israelites ; ages, darker, more superstitious, more 
debasing than that medieval period of European his- 
tory in which even the light of the Bible was almost 
extinguished, and the candlestick of the Church 
almost removed out of its place. 

And now another work of creation has been eflFected, 
the work of a spiritual creation, by which the souls 
of men were to become new creatures, created anew 
in Christ Jesus : and how shall the completion of that 
work be celebrated? 

Another work of redemption has been accom- 
plished, not of one nation from human slavery, but 
designed to redeem a world from the bondage of sin 
and Satan, and give it spiritual emancipation in the 
liberty wherewith Christ shall make it free. And 
how shall this redemption be celebrated ? How shall 
this Passover "sacrificed for us" be noted? 

If the rest of God after the creation of a material 
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world, which is to be finally destroyed, when the pur- 
poses of its creation are subserved, was worthy of a 
Sabbath, a rest day^ surely the new creation of a 
spiritual world by the renewing of the soul of man 
after the image of Him that created him, even Christ, 
a creation which shall not pass away, but live for ever, 
deserves also a commemorative rest — ^a Sabbath. 

If the Exodus of the Israelites was such a great 
event as to demand a day to be specially noted 
throughout all their generations, and to be incorpo- 
rated by God himself as a reason why they were tp 
keep the Sabbath, in the remarkable words, "And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of 
Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out 
thence, through a mighty land, and by a stretched 
out arm; therefore the Lord thy God commanded 
thee to keep the Sabbath day;" surely the act which 
completed the world's redemption, the rising of Christ 
from the dead, when he broke the bars of death and 
spoiled the grave of its trophies, and led captivity 
captive, also demands a Sabbath, a rest-day, to com- 
memorate so sublime, so unusual an event. God, 
therefore, by raising Christ from the dead on the first 
day of the week, set his seal to the change of day. 

Christ, by rising on that day, and by twice spe- 
cially meeting with his disciples on that day, by 
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imparting to them that day his " Peace," by breathing 
on them that day and saying, " Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost," and by giving to them that day their marvel- 
lous commission as heralds of the cross, set His seal 
to the change of day. 

The Holy Ghost, by descending on that day in 
tongue-like flames, and with a rushing mighty wind, 
imparting to the Apostles the promised power of the 
Spirit, giving to them the gift of tongues, converting 
three thousand souls, and holding them up before God 
as the wave sheaf of the feast of first fruits of the 
gospel dispensation, set HIS seal to the change of day. 

The Apostles, instructed by our Lord during the 
forty days which he was with them after his resurrec- 
tion, when it is recorded that " he spake to them of 
the things pertaining to his kingdom," instituted the 
first day of the week as their day of meeting, estab- 
lished this day as the one on which to celebrate 
the Lord's Supper, ordered it as a day for the special 
setting apart of benevolent contributions, and so filled 
its hours with holy remembrances of Jesus and holy 
doings for Jesus, as to set their seal to the change of 
day. 

The Church, acting upon apostolic precept and 
example, established its most solemn and permanent 
services on the first day of the week, and thus set 
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its seal to the change of the day. While the Jews 
formed so large a part of the Church, it did not ignore 
altogether the seventh day, because the shock would 
have been too great to Jewish prejudices ; but it gave 
pre-eminence to the first day, as we learn from Igna- 
tius, Pliny, Justin Martyr, the Apostolic Constitutions, 
TertuUian, Dionysius of Corinth, and other early 
writers, until in the expansion of the Church among 
the Gentiles, the Jewish element and Jewish obser- 
vances grew less and less, and then after the lapse 
of three centuries, when the Christian element had 
permeated and moulded the political world, the obser- 
vance of the first day was enforced by the imperial 
edicts of Constantino, Theodosius, Valentinian, and 
Honorius, and by the synodal decrees of the councils 
of Carthage, Illiberis, Sardica, TruUo, and Laodicea. 
There was, therefore, every reason why there should 
be a change of day from the Mosaic to the Christian 
dispensation, as the Bible leads us to believe that 
there was from the Patriarchal to the Mosaic. Nor 
was the change of day all that marked the introduction 
of the Gospel. It has been well remarked, " that the 
whole state of the Church of God underwent a revo- 
lution. Almost everything was changed in some way 
and to some extent. The Mediator was changed : 
Moses for Christ. The priesthood was changed : the 
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Aaronic for the Apostolic. The law was changed: 
The Levitical for the Evangelical. The worship was 
changed : the gorgeous ritual and bloody sacrifices of 
the Temple, for the simple rites of the House of 
Prayer. The sacraments were changed : the Passover 
for the Lord's Supper, and Circumcision for Baptism, 
With all these changes, then, with everything thus 
made new, is it wonderful that the day of the Sab- 
bath was also changed?" Would it not have been a 
marvel had it not been changed ? When we remem- 
ber how the Jewish Sabbath, like the Jewish worship, 
had become gradually encrusted with the traditions 
of the elders, so that it was perverted from its original 
intent of mercy, and void of its original end of holi- 
ness, do we not see the propriety of laying it and the 
temple both aside, that the new wine of the gospel 
might be poured, not into the old bottles, cracked and 
shrivelled in the smoke of Jewish sacrifices and tradi- 
tions, but into the new bottles of the Christian Church 
and the Christian Sabbath, untainted by superstition, 
uncorrupted by rabbinical glosses, and better fitted 
for the oflSce designed of making the Christian rest 
day a Sabbath, a Lord's day for all nations, whom 
the Lord hath redeemed ? 

Had there been no change from the seventh to the 
first day, the Christian Church would have kept its 
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weekly festival on the day when Christ lay buried in 
the tomb, that day of sadness^ and sorrow, and sack- 
cloth to the Lord's disciples — that day of dark fore- 
bodings and sepulchral associations, wherein we should 
have contemplated death's power over Christ, rather 
than Christ's over death ; death's victim in his grave- 
clothes, rather than death's victor in his resurrection 
robes, and have passed over (or else kept two days 
holy), the day of days, which commemorates Christ's 
rising from the tomb as the conqueror of death and 
hell. 

And if to this weight of testimony and authority, 
which can neither be reasonably gainsayed or resisted, 
we add the remarkable fact, that the Church of 
Christ has kept this first day of the week as the Lord's 
day for over eighteen hundred yean; that with this 
Church Christ has promised to be ,to the end of the 
world; and yet so far from reproving, or condemn- 
ing the setting aside of the seventh day, and the 
introduction of the first as the Christian Sabbath, he 
has more specially blessed that day ; has more pecu- 
liarly been present with his people on that day ; has 
made it more than any other the birthday of souls 
into spiritual life ; and that these blessings have been 
vouchsafed, not only to the Church on this day, but 
to the persons, the families, the communities, the 
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natioQS who hate kept this day; does it not give to 
the first day of the week the full sanction, as it has 
ever been marked with the full blessing, of God ? 

Can we need farther evidence that the day was 
changed? changed by competent authority; changed 
for justifiable and appropriate circumstances ; changed 
without infringing upon the letter or spirit of the 
Mosaic law; and yet so changed that the two essential 
elements of the original Sabbath in Eden, and the 
Sabbath of the Decalogue, are strictly preserved, viz., 
the giving of one-seventh of our time to God, and 
the keeping of this one-seventh time holy to the 
Lord. 

This is the day then, called " Sabbath," because the 
word means rest^ termed in the Christian Dispensa- 
tion " the Lord's Day,'' because especially consecrated 
by and devoted to Christ, of which God says, " Hallow 
the Sabbath day," To hallow a thing is to sanctify 
or make it holy, or to treat it as a holy thing, and 
to use towards it reverence and devotion. It is in 
this latter way that we are to hallow God's name, a 
name holy in itself as expressive of the essence and 
attributes of a Holy God; but a name which we are 
ever to treat as hallowed, and towards which we are 
ever to conduct ourselves with reverence and devo- 
tion. But the Sabbath is a day that we can hallow 
8 
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or profane as we list ; and, hence, when we are called 
upon to hallow it, it is enjoined upon us to make it 
holy by hallowing it with public worship — with private 
devotion — ^with holy conduct and meditation — ^with 
abstinence from secular work and duties, and with an 
entire consecration of it to the Lord. The care with 
which God legislated for the Jewish Sabbath proves 
how jealous He was of its sacred character. In it 
they were to do no manner of work, " thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, thy man servant, nor thy maid 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates.'* No burdens were to be borne on that 
day. No fire was to be kindled on that day. In 
earing time and in harvest they were to rest on that 
day. Buying and selling on that day was unlawful, 
and whosoever did any work therein was to be put to 
death ; and a case of this sort is recorded in the Book 
of Numbers, where a man found gathering sticks on 
the Sabbath was by the express command of God 
stoned to death without the camp. 

As if to give greater solemnity to this day, addi- 
tional sacrifices were oiFered on it, and holy convoca- 
tions, or assemblies for public worship, were to be 
holden, especially when the Sabbath was a high day, as 
at the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. 
The Jewish Babbins had gradually so overlaid the 
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law of the Sabbath with glosses and traditions, that 
our Saviour truly stigmatized them as " teaching 
for doctrine the commandments of men." Thus, 
according' to the Jerusalem Gemara, "they must 
not blow the fire with a pair of bellows, because 
that was too much like the labour of smiths, but they 
might blow it through a hollow cane." They might 
make a fire and set on their pot, but they must not 
lay on their wood like the structure of a house, that 
is, too artificially. They might wash their feet, but 
not their whole body. Other Rabbinical writers say 
that it is not lawful to roast an apple, nor to climb a 
tree lest they break a bough, nor to sing a lullaby to 
a crying babe. He who took corn from his field to 
the quantity of a fig was deemed guilty, and he who 
plucked up anything growing was regarded as reap- 
ing, and consequently guilty. These, with many 
other puerile and senseless additions, had been affixed 
to the observance of the Sabbath, by which, so far 
from hallowing it, they desecrated it, and made it a 
bondage and a grievance rather than a delight. 

Our blessed Lord swept away many of these glosses 
both by his word and his example, and restored the 
Sabbath to its legitimate end when He declared that 
" the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sab- 
bath;'* and He exercised his Lordship, not only by 
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reclaiming it from Jewish traditions under which it 
lay smothered and distorted, but by showing us in 
His life how we should regard the day — ^with what 
works of lore and mercy we should occupy its sacred 
hours. As He kept the Sabbath holy by meeting 
with the congregation for holy worship — ^by oflSces of 
holy benevolence and mercy — ^by seasons of holy medi- 
tation and devotion — ^by abstaining from all secular 
pursuits, and by honouring the day with the reverence 
which it claimed, so should we. Then, like the beloved 
disciple, shall we be in the Spirit on the Lord's day, 
and thus fulfil the command, — Hallow the Sabbath 
day. 

The blessings connected with hallowing the Sab- 
bath are so numerous and far reaching that it would 
be impossible for any man to compass or portray 
them. So accustomed, however, are we to the Sabr 
bath, and so little do we think upon its manifold bene^ 
fits, that it is important that they should occasionally 
be mentioned to stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance ; and hence I must, though with great 
brevity, state a few reasons why we should implicitly 
obey the command, — Hallow the Sabbath day. 

The Christian Sabbath should be hallowed, 1st, 
Because it is interlinked with the most holy thingei of 
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God, viz., His holy word; Hi» holy worship; His 
holy Church ; His holy law. 

But for the Christian Sabhath, the knowledge of 
God*s holy word, which is now obtained by hearing it 
read in public, or in the family, or studying it in 
private, would be lost. Its awakening and sanctify- 
ing power would not be felt. The inspiration of a 
book which upholds a rejected Sabbath, would soon 
be denied ; its authoritative voice would be silenced ; 
its diffusion would engage but little interest ; and that 
which was designed to be a light to our feet and a 
lamp to our path, would be only a lantern without a 
light, or a lamp without any oil. 

But for the Christian Sabbath there would soon be 

little or no holy worship of God. Worship requires 

time, preparation, seclusion from the world, and set 

periods of service. The Lord's day furnishes each 

of these, and with an authority which calls upon man 

to use it for such purposes. Let it be for each man 

to say how much time he will give to the worship of 

God, and when he will give it, and let this man have 

' one day, and that man another, so that there should 

be no common day of rest, no fixed period of worship, 

and soon no day would be allotted to God ; for the 

craving demands of business, of pleasure, of irreligion, 

would absorb all days, and rob God of his Sabbath 
3* 
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and his worship. The churches would be shnt^ be* 
cause congregations would not assemble. The minis-^ 
try would be disbanded, because its vocation would 
be useless. No Sabbath-school wQuld gather its lamb 
flock; no holy influences would be radiated from 
voiceless pulpits; no soul-elevating power would bo 
felt in the privacy of the Christian household. No 
protest would lift up its voice one day in seven in 
defence of God's rights, and the soul's rights, and the 
poor's rights, and against sensuality, covetousness, 
oppression, and every evil work. Thus the worship 
of God would soon be obliterated ; for the Sabbath and 
worship, like the twin daughters of Hippocrates, live 
or die together. 

But for the Christian Sabbath there would be no 
holy Church of Christ on earth. The Church is a 
congregation of faithful men, in which the pure word 
of God is preached, and the sacraments duly admi- 
nistered, in all those things which of necessity are 
requisite to the same ; but without the Christian Sab- 
bath there would be no congregation of faithful men; 
no preachers to preach the pure word of God, or to 
administer the sacraments of Christian institutions; 
they are inseparably mortised in with the Sabbath, 
take that away, and the whole structure of the Church 
becomes disintegrated and falls into ruin. « 
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But for the Christian Sabbath, God's holy law 
would not be honoured. The only persons who now 
honour God's laws are those who regard the Sabbath ; 
while those who dishonour God do invariably disho- 
nour the Sabbath. Besides, if one, and that almost 
the central law of the ten commandments, can be 
ignored, why not all ? There exists no reason why 
the fifth or the tenth command should be honoured 
any more than the fourth ; and the fact, therefore, 
that one is set aside without authority, upon man's 
own motion, is a proof that there is a spirit in man, 
by which, if acted out, all God's laws would be disho- 
noured, and His authority as a lawgiver be impugned. 
The Bible declares, He that offends in one point, is 
guilty of all. He who breaks the fourth command^ 
breaks the whole code of God ; and hence, let the 
Sabbath be annulled, and the honour of God as s^ 
lawgiver would be disregarded. His laws neglected^ 
and Himself contemned. 

Thus the Christian Sabbath is interlinked with the 
holiest things of God — His word. His worship. His 
Church, His law ; and the destruction of the Sabbath 
would be the destruction of each of these,, so far as 
these have any bearing on man. How much the world 
would lose in its morality ; how much man would lose 
in all that brings him into communion with, and eleva- 
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tion to, God ; how much society would lose by with- 
drawing from it the influence of tMe law of God as 
a living code, the influence of the Church of . God as 
the salt of the earth, the influence of the worship of 
God as the moulder of the soul in the Divine image, 
the influence of the Word of God as a light to the 
footsteps of our common humanity on its pilgrim 
march to eternity ; no man on earth can tell. 

2d. The Christian Sabbath should be hallowed, 
because it. is allied with the most sacred and spir- 
itual interests of man. It is the day when he can . 
open the window of Heaven, and ventilate his soul, 
pent up with six days of worldly toil and care, with 
the breath of the spirit. It is the day which shakes 
off the manacles of labour from the hands, the drag 
chain of care from the mind, the burden of toil from 
the back, and sets man free to think, free to act, free 
to rest according to its heavenly law and blessed pro- 
mises. It has been beautifully termed by practical 
working men, whose own experience is the best proof 
of the appropriateness of the epithets, ".Heaven's 
antidote to the curse of labour;" "The torch of 
time;" "The pearl of days." It is heaven's anti- 
dote to the curse of labour, for by its holy alchemy 
it turns that labour into a blessing. It is the torch 
of time, for it lights up our pathway to the grave. 
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beams upon the road to Heaven, and casts all around 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ It is the pearl of days^ 
and well deserves the beautiful lines of George Her- 
bert—lines sung by him to the music of one of his 
&vourite instruments on the Sunday before his death : 

The Sundays of man's life 
Threaded together on time's string, 
Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
Of the Eternal glorious King. 

Tes, bracelets, every bead of which is a pearl of 
days, and every one " a pearl of great price !" 

The Sabbath carries man back to his creation ; it 
teaches him that he is a being under the law of a 
holy God ; it brings him in contact with the truths 
of redemption in Christ Jesus ; it causes him to re- 
gard God's rights over his person, his mind, his heart, 
his time, his service ; it unites him in worship with 
the good of all lands ; it interests him in the holiest 
services and sacraments of earth; it refreshes and 
invigorates the soul by its heavenly food and rest ; 
and gives it growth and meetness for heaven. The 
observance of the Lord's day gives great efficiency 
to conscience, and brings us more under its health- 
ful operations; it enlightens the understanding by 
making us better acquainted with God's word; it 
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draws us off from the else onward and downward 
sweep of worldliness and covetousness, and the fierce 
conflict of human passions for gold, for place, for 
pleasures, for fame* But to enumerate the inter- 
lacings of the Sabbath with all that is spiritual and 
noble in man, would be to trace its power upon each 
faculty of the mind, each affection of the heart, each 
sensibility of the soul ; and to show how it interpene- 
trates and sanctifies these in their manifold develop- 
ments here, and in fitting them for a higher state of 
things in the world to come. 

The idea of a fountain which conferred youth and 
immortality upon all who bathed in its waters, has 
floated in the minds of the visionary from the days 
of Plato to Ponce de Leon, who sought to find this 
well-spring of youth in the land which himself named 
Florida ; but that fountain which earth had not for 
man's body it has for his soul ; and this weekly Sab- 
bath is that fountain which, by its frequent recurrence 
and blessed influences, imparts vigour to the soul, 
gives springinesflbto the else flagging powers, renews 
our youth as the eagles, and, duly hallowed, confers 
of a truth a blissful immortality. 

3dly. The Christian Sabbath should be hallowed, 
because it is indissolubly connected with our national 
greatness and perpetuity. There can be no national 
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greatness -without morality ; there can he no morality 
nrhere God's law is openly broken ; hence there can 
he no national greatness where the Sabbath is not 
kept. There can he no just and equitable govern- 
ment where there is no recognition of God's authority 
and rule : the Sabbath breaker sets aside that autho- 
rity and rule, and thus undermines the very founda- 
tion of human goyemment ; and of course, to the 
extent of his influence, destroys the welfare of men. 

There can be no true liberty where there is no true 
religion. But there can be no true religion where 
there is no Sabbath ; hence there can be no healthful 
liberty where the Sabbath is set aside and unobserved. 

Leaving arguments like these, which might be mul- 
tiplied many fold, I shall only call your attention 
under this head to the influence of the Sabbath on 
the well-being of our nation, because of the amount 
of moral and religious instruction which on that day 
is given to the citizens of the land. 

There are, according to the last census, thirty-nine 
thousand churches in the United States ; one-half of 
these are probably opened twice on the Lord's day, 
and many of them three times ; we shall be within 
bounds, therefore, in saying that there are on each 
Lord's day, fifty thousand places open for the worship 
of God. In these churches the Bible is read, pray- 
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ers oiFered, praises sung, the word preached, piety 
fostered, religion acknowledged, and God honoured. 
It would be a yery low basis of calculation to suppose 
that of the thirty-nine or forty thousand churches, at 
least twenty thousand are open once each Lord's day 
during the year; gathering annually, therefore, to 
the service of God more than one million of congre- 
gations. Imagine the influence of this one fact upon 
the morals of a people, in its wholesome restraints, 
in its holy discipline, in its amount of Divine teach- 
ing, in the hallowing power of its solemn worship. 

There are in the United States twenty-seven thou- 
sand clergymen. Many of these preach twice, some 
thrice on each Lord's day ; let us say, however, merely 
to keep within bounds, that thirty thousand sermons 
are every Sabbath preached in this land. If we allow 
a congregation of only one hundred person3 to each 
sermon, it will furnish three millions of hearers for 
eacli Sabbath. And if we multiply the number of ser- 
mons of one Sunday by the number of Sundays, it will 
give one million five hundred and sixty thousand ser- 
mons a year, heard by at least eight millions of 
people, enforcing upon them lessons of peace, truth 
honesty, temperance, godliness, and faith, restraining 
from evelry crime, urging to every virtue. By what 
arithmetic can you estimate the moral value of such 
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a continuous stream of holy exhortation upon a mass 
of population represented by such numbers ? 

But this is not all : there are in the United States at 
a very low estimate fifteen thousand Sunday Schools, 
embracing two million of children and two hundred 
and fifty thousand teachers ; so that fifty times a year 
this immense flock of little ones are instructed in the 
truths which alone make wise unto salvation; this 
teaching is continued year after year, the genial soil 
of childhood thus becomes sown with precious seed, 
and the ripened harvests which are annually gathered 
into the garner of the Church, attest the blessing of 
the Sabbath, and display its glorious power. 

Aggregate these facts, add up these influences, and 
tell me whether there goes not forth on and in con- 
nexion with the Sabbath, a moral power which is ele* 
vating the people, enlightening their minds, blessing 
their souls, and giving sure guarantees of the per- 
petuity and glory of our free institutions. 

Now let us suppose that from and after the present 
time a seventh day rest or Sabbath could be, as it was 
for a time in France, abolished. That henceforth the 
labourer should work seven days instead of six ; the 
markets be opened every day in the week ; the shops 
have no day of closure; commerce no rest on the 
wharves and ships ; the loom and the shuttle no cessa- 
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tion on Sunday ; the forge and the iv^ork-shop never 
intermit their clang ; the mine be worked every day ; 
the courts of law keep ever open ; the theatres and 
ball rooms and places of public resort fling wide their 
doors on Lord's day, as well as other days ; the various 
lines of travel have no periodic intermission ; and the 
busy world, wrapped in the secularities and follies and 
sinfulness of its own begetting, should thenceforward 
whirl its gay round of business, of pleasure, of crime 
unchecked by a seventh day rest, unalloyed by a Holy 
Sabbath. It would not take long to imagine the phy- 
sical, the mental, the moral result. But this is only 
one phase. Suppose, in obedience to such a Sabbath- 
annulling law, the forty thousand churches should be 
closed, the forty thousand preachers be silent, the 
millions of worshippers be sent away from the Lord's 
House, the fifteen thousand Sunday schools be abo- 
lished, and the army of children which weekly gathers 
to them be disbanded. How long, think you, would 
the morality, the greatness, or the liberty of our 
country stand ? And if, in addition to this, you could 
obliterate by such a law the thousands of domestic 
circles made more sacred by Sabbath duties; the 
millions of Bibles read more on that day than on 
any other ; the cloud of prayer-incense rising more 
voluminously on that day than on any other; the 
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lessons of individual instruction on piety taught 
more on that day than on others; the hallowed 
meditation enjoyed more on that day than on others ; 
the hooks of piety more studied then than at other 
times ; the home-born comforts of the family more 
cherished then than on other days ; and the calmness 
which that day brings like a balm to soothe the soul 
chafed and fretted by its six days of care and toil, how 
still darker would be the aspect of our land ! for it 
would not only be shorn of the direct light of the 
Sabbath, that " Torch of time" lit at creation by God, 
but of all the reflected light of that institution which 
now beams from so many surfaces, and beautifies so 
many scenes. 

A nation bereaved of the Sabbath, would soon be- 
come debased in morals, infidel in religion, anarchical 
in government. The experiment has been tried in 
Judea, and because of its unhallowed Sabbaths God 
said, " I will kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and 
it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall 
not be quenched;" and it was so. 

It was tried in France, and the reign of terror and 
the revolution will tell you the result. 

It is only a few years ago that Montalembert in his 
report to the French Parliament, pleading for the full 
restoration of the Sabbath, and speaking of its general 
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desecration, says, " In all our towns, and throughout 
a too large portion of our country districts, the Sab- 
bath's rest is violated, and the worship which was 
the consequence and condition of this rest is aban- 
doned ; at the same time, the soul is deprived of its 
nourishment, and the body of its repose ; the poor 
man, the working man, are delivered up unprotected, 
to the every-day increasing influence of error and of 
evil. Thus the profanation of the Sabbath has become 
the ruin of the moral and physical health of the 
people, at the same time that it is the ruin of the 
family and of religious liberty." 

Had I no religious principles to guide me, yet as a 
patriot, learning wisdom from the records of the past ; 
as a philosopher, reasoning on the relations of cause 
and effect ; as a physiologist, looking only to the laws 
of my animal structure ; as a father, regarding solely 
the welfare of my family ; as a citizen, seeking only 
to free my land from crime and ennoble it with virtue ; 
as a business man, looking only for the highest probity 
in mercantile life ; as a statesman, seeking to promote 
the greatest good of the greatest number; I should 
strain every nerve and tax every faculty to uphold 
the Sabbath in its integrity, and in its purity, and in 
its hallowedness ; confident, that every Sabbath that 
comes down from God, comes like an angel laden with 
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heavenly blessings for the bodies, the minds, and the 
souls of men. 

There are many other points which might be dwelt 
upon with much profit and instruction, such as the 
physical advantages of a Sabbath, the intellectual 
blessings which it brings with it, the social good 
which results from its observance; how it protects 
toiling millions of the poor, as servants and labourers, 
from the rapacity of wealth and the tyranny of power. 
How it gives man time for his family — time for clean- 
liness — time for self-elevation — time for his soul — 
time in which to prepare for a better world. All 
these points, however, must be passed over, though 
each constitutes a strong argument for hallowing the 
Sabbath, and, united, they are irrefragable. 

There has been, and is now, much agitation upon 
what is called the Sabbath question. Efforts of no 
common character are being made to destroy the 
sacredness of the day, and to revive usages which are 
blots on the pages of English history, and stains on 
the escutcheon of every nation. 

The enemies of a day of holy rest are active, in- 
fluential, and specious ; they are sustained by powerful 
allies, in the form of vaunting philanthropists and 
reformers, who would relieve men, as they say, from 

4* 
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the sabbatic yoke, and make them free to enjoy the 
day inrithout its religious obligations and restraints. 

The enemies of the Sabbath hail inrith gladness any 
reinforcement, come from what quarter it may, and 
they avail themselves of every weapon, no matter 
in what armory forged. Their one aim is to overthrow 
the Sabbath, for they well know that if that is razed 
to the ground, the other institutions of religion — the 
church — the ministry — the sacraments, and the word 
of God, will, with it be levelled in the dust. 

But who are these enemies of the Sabbath ? Are 
they the friends of God? No! for they wish to 
break up one of the fundamental laws of God. Are 
they the friends of Christ ? No ! for they are labour- 
ing to undermine the sacredness of " the Lord's day." 
Are they the friends of the Church? No! they 
would wrest from it its hours of sacred worship, and 
strip it of its day of glory. 

Are they the friends of man ? No ! for they would 
rob him of the charter rights which God gave him 
in a day of holy rest ; would take from his soul the 
time requisite to prepare it for eternity ; would cut 
him off from all the blessed influences of its hallowed 
scenes and duties, and would shut against him the 
very gate of heaven. 

Are they the friends of the state ? No ! for they 
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would destroy one of its greatest sources of morality ; 
one of its strongest safeguards from crime ; one of 
its surest guarantees of national honour and greatness 
and prosperity. 

If, then, as their acts prove them, they are not the 
friends of God, and of Christ, and of the Church, and 
of man, and of the state, who are they ? They are 
as a class, godless men — evil livers — rejectors of the 
religion of Jesus Christ. I say as a clasSy for among 
those who oppose the observance of Sunday there are 
a few conscientious persons, whose warped judgment, 
or early prejudices, or wayward fancies, lead them 
to assume positions contrary to their usual feelings : 
but these are exceptions, and very rare ones. The 
great class of opposers to the Lord's day are com- 
posed of the licentious ; the profane ; the intempe- 
rate ; the dishonest ; the covetous ; the hard-hearted ; 
the oppressors of the widow and the orphan ; the un- 
principled; the profligate; the lawless; the sup- 
porters of theatres, of the circus, of the bar-room, 
of the house of ill-fame, of the gambling-table, of the 
race-course ; the followers of Voltaire and Thomas 
Paine ; such men as call the Bible a fabrication of 
priestcraft; the Church an invention of designing 
men ; worship a human device ; the ministry a politi- 
cal provision ; and death an eternal sleep. 
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It is a strong argument, then, in favour of the Christ- 
ian Sabbath, that, while a holy rest-day was observed 
by the blessed company of apostles and the noble army 
of martyrs ; has been kept by the Church for eighteen 
centuries; has been upheld by the most pious and 
godly men, by the greatest names in the walks of 
philosophy, science, law, statesmanship, and poetry ; 
it has only bad men for its opponents. It tells very 
much against an institution, when we find all good 
men avoid it, and all bad men sustain it : and it tells 
equally in favour of an institution, when we find all 
good men support it, and all bad men striving to pull 
it down. 

The remark of the African prince in England, that 
he knew that the Bible was of God, because he noticed 
that good men loved it, and bad men hated it, is 
strictly applicable to the Sabbath : good men love it, 
and in proportion to the fervour of their piety is their 
delight in its sacred laws. Bad men oppose it, and in 
proportion to the depth of their wickedness is the 
venom of their opposition. 

Suppose that the enemies of the Lord's day should 
be successful, what would they give us in return ? A 
Roman holiday ? that would soon breed Roman law- 
lessness ; Roman vice ; Roman corruption ; Roman 
overthrow. They would give us a Lord's day in 
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which " the Lord** of the day should be more markedly 
blasphemed. A Sunday in which the " Sun of Righte- 
ousness" should not rise ; a Sabbath in which the soul 
should have no spiritual " rest ;" a day of revelry for a 
day of reverence ; a book of sports for the Book of 
Prayer; resorts for public amusement, instead of 
houses of God ; lectures on science and art, instead 
of the preaching of the cross ; the games of child- 
hood, instead of the teachings of the Sunday School; 
social feasting, instead of the Holy Communion ; and 
military bands and operatic singing, instead of the 
anthems of the Church, and the hallelujah chorus of 
the soul's devotion. Is the exchange worth making ? 
Can we afford to part with the Sabbath for such a 
return ? It has been well said, " That it is a thing 
of no secondary or transient interest that is assailed, 
when this institute of heaven is aEfsailed ; and with 
it all that is most valuable to us as Christian citizens, 
and most sacred to us as Christians, stands in jeopardy. 
Call for testimony to its benign influence, and what a 
cloud of witnesses instantly surround us ; view it simply 
as a day of rest, and the voice of the world's best 
physicians will be lifted up to proclaim its importance ; 
view it in relation to the industrial wealth of nations, 
and the most profound political economists will attest 
its worldly value. View it in its bearings on the stall- 
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lity of states^ and England's great statesman, Ed- 
mund Burke, will tell you that it is inestimable. View 
it as a bulwark against the inroads of infidelity, and 
Voltaire will confess that he despaired of overthrow- 
ing Christianity, so long as the Sabbath stood in his 
way. View it as affecting the interest of Christ's 
kingdom, and all history will declare that its observ- 
ance or neglect is the infallible index of spiritual 
prosperity or decay. View it as weaning the soul 
from the entanglements of earth, and fitting it for 
heaven ; and Wilberforce will assure you that it was 
his Sabbath musings which raised his soul, when it 
was ready to cleave to the dust, and saved him from 
plunging into the troubled and turbid waves pf party 
warfare." 

Oh ! shall we lightly esteem and easily part with 
this blessing ? Or shall we not rather guard it with 
Argus-eyed vigilance, and Briareus-handed strength, 
from the inroads of indifferentism, and the outset of 
infidelity, and thus seek to transmit it in its holy in- 
tegrity to our children and our children's children ? 
that they and we, basking in its light, and refreshed 
with its blessings, may, by its soul elevating power, 
be fitted to enter upon the enjoyment of that eternal 
Sabbath, that rest which remaineth for the people of 
God in heaven. 
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Truthful in its every statement and beautiful in 
its poetic fervour, is that apostrophe to the Lord's day 
in Hamilton's " Horae et Vindiciae Sabbaticae," with 
which we close this discourse, a passage that comes 
to us almost as a voice from the grave, for it was one 
of his last and most elegant pleadings with men, ere 
he passed from the first day-rest of earth to the end- 
less rest of heaven. 

" Oh Sabbath! Needed for a world of innocence, — 
without thee what would be a world of sin ! There 
would be no pause for consideration, no check to pas- 
sion, no remission of toil, no balm of care ! He who 
bad withheld thee, would have forsaken the earth ! 
Without thee. He had never given to us the Bible, the 
Gospel, the Spirit ! We salute thee, as thou comest 
to us in the name of the Lord, — radiant in the sun- 
shine of that dawn which broke over creation's achieved 
work, — ^marching downward in the tract of time, a 
pillar of refreshing cloud and of guiding flame, — inter- 
weaving with all thy light new beams of discovery and 
promise, — until thou standest forth more fair than 
when reflected in the dews, and imbibed by the flowers 
of Eden, — more awful than when the trumpet rung of 
thee on Sinai ! The Christian Sabbath ! Like its Lord, it 
but rises again in Christianity, and henceforth records 
the rising day. And never since the Tomb of Jesus 
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was burst open by Him who revived and rose, has this 
day awakened but as the light of seven days, and with 
healing in its wings ! Never has it unfolded without 
some witness and welcome, some song and salutation ! 
It has been the coronation-day of martyrs, the feast- 
day of saints ! It has been from the first until now 
the sublime custom of the churches of God ! Still the 
outgoings of its morning and its evening rejoice ! It 
is a day of heaven upon earth ! Life's sweetest calm, 
poverty's birth-right, labour's only rest! Nothing has 
such a hoar of antiquity on it ! Nothing contains in 
it such a history ! Nothing draws along with it such 
a glory ! Nurse of virtue, seal of truth ! The house- 
hold's richest patrimony, the nation's noblest safe- 
guard ! The pledge of peace, the fountain of intelli- 
gence, the strength of law ! The oracle of instruction, 
the ark of mercy ! The patent of our manhood's spi- 
ritual greatness ! The harbinger of our soul's sanc- 
tified perfection! The glory of religion, the watch- 
tower of immortality ! The ladder set up on the earth 
and the top of it reacheth to heaven, with the angels 
of God ascending and descending on it !" 
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THE END. 
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